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Answers to Questions About 


Washington County Water Rate Changes 
(May 11*, 2023) 


1) Update of URC Graph of Water Rates Across Western Cities with 2023 Data 


In 2022, the Utah Rivers Council (URC) published a water rate graph showing how different cities 
across the Western United States priced water. That graph is shown as Figure 1 below. 
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Figure 1: URC August 2022 Graph of Western Water Prices 
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Figure 1 was last updated in August of 2022, so it is a bit out of date as of May 2023. Updating all 
the cities on this graph takes time, so rather we updated St. George and Las Vegas. Las Vegas 
provides a good reference point to compare St. George to the rest of the Western United States 
because it is geographically close to St. George, shares a similar climate with St. George, and had 
the closest water rates to St. George in 2022. 


Figure 2 shows the updated (2023) water rates for both Las Vegas and St. George. This graph only 
shows water rates up to 25,000 gallons per month, which the majority of residential users should 
not surpass in any given month. These water rate schedules do not include excessive water use 
charges, but rather just show the updated water rate schedule itself. 
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Figure 2: St. George vs. Las Vegas, 2023 Water Rates 
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In 2023, both Las Vegas and St. George increased their water rates. Las Vegas increased their 
rates on average by ~$0.20 whereas St. George increased theirs by $0.10. The updated water 
rates are shown in Figure 2 above. 


Old St. George water rates (those from 2022) are shown in dark blue, whereas the new rates 
(2023) are shown in orange. Las Vegas’s 2023 water rates are shown in teal. 


As you can see, the $0.10 increase by St. George had no substantial effect on water rate prices in 
the city. The new water rates are still substantially lower than Las Vegas. In fact, since St. George 
increased their water rates less than Las Vegas did, St. George’s water rates are now even further 
behind Las Vegas’s. 


Upshot: St. George did update their water rates in 2023, but the increase in rates is so small it 
is effectively negligible. Since St. George increased their rates less than Las Vegas did 
in 2023, St. George’s water rates are now even further behind Las Vegas’s. 


2) How Substantial are St. George’s New Excess Water Charges? 


The Washington County Water District proposes to add a $1 per 1,000 gallons additional charge 
to water rates for residential users using more than 36,000 gallons per month. The water district 
claims this will make their water rates more aligned with other western cities. 


This claim is false. Washington County Water District’s proposed excess use charges are too small 
and kick after too high a water use threshold to compare to other western cities. Look at Las 
Vegas for an example of this. 


Las Vegas also charges an additional fee for excess water use. However, Las Vegas’s charge is $9 
per 1,000 gallons to water users using more than 28,000 gallons per month. This is a much more 
aggressive excess water use charge that is much more likely to actually curb exceptionally high 
water use. Figure 3 illustrates this graphically. 


Figure 3: St. George vs. Las Vegas, 2023 Water Rates 
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The dashed vertical lines in Figure 3 indicate where Las Vegas and St. George’s excess use charges 
kick in. As you can see, Las Vegas’s excess use charges are far higher than St. George’s — so much 
so that St. George’s excess use charges are hardly noticeable when compared to Las Vegas’s. 


Upshot: St. George’s proposed excess use charges are too small and kick in after too high a 
water use threshold to have any real meaning. St. George’s water use charges are 
effectively non-existent when compared to Las Vegas’s, indicating that St. George and 
Washington County continue to have some of the cheapest water in the Western U.S. 
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